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SUBJECT: PRESENTATION OF CREDENTIALS AND CONVERSATION WITH THE 
PRESIDENT 

1 . WITH INFORMALITY WHICH IS CUSTOMARY HERE, I PRESENTED 
LETTERS OF CREDENCE AND RECALL THIS MORNING AT 1000 A.M. 

TO PRESIDENT HABYARIMANA. NO SPEECHES WERE MADE. INSTEAD. 

WITH MINISTER OF PLAN, SECGENS OF PRESIDENCY AND 
FOREIGN MINISTRY, AND DCM PRESENT, WE SAT DOWN FOR FRIENDLY 
AND INFORMAL DISCUSSION OF US/RWANDAN RELATIONS AND LARGER 
INTERNATIONAL ISSUES WHICH LASTED FOR ABOUT 20 MINUTES. 
HIGHLIGHTS FOLLOW: 

(A) ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE - HABYARIMANA EXPRESSED APPRE- 
CIATION FOR INCREASES IN AID LEVELS OVER PAST FEW YEARS. 

SAID HE RECOGNIZED THERE WAS A LIMIT TO WHAT U.S. COULD DO 
FOR RWANDA, AND HE DID NOT EXPECT IT TO 'PAY THE WHOLE BILL". 
NEVERTHELESS, U.S. AS WORLD S RICHEST NATION, COULD DO MORE 
THAN IT WAS FOR RWANDA. ONE OF THE WORLD S POOREST. SAID HE 
HOPED I WOULD CONSIDER IT MY PRINCIPAL MISSION TO FIND WAYS 
OF INCREASING EVEN FURTHER OUR LEVEL OF COOPERATION. IN REPLY 
I STRESSED OUR SATISFACTION AT RWANDA'S OWN EFFORTS 
AT SELF-HELP AND MY HOPE THAT U.S. CONTRIBUTION WOULD BE 
CATALYST IN THIS LARGER CONTEXT. I ASSURED HIM NEVERTHE- 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 KIGALI 00805 291910Z 
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SIGNIFICANT, CONTINUE TO RISE. 

(B) SOUTH AFRICA - EXPRESSING BELIEF (WIDELY PRE- 
VALENT HERE) THAT GENEVA TALKS ON RHODESIA WERE ALREADY 
ON BRINK OF FAILURE, PRESIDENT ASKED ME IF IT WERE U.S. 

INTENTION TO ABANDON THOSE NEGOTIATIONS. I REMARKED TO 
THE PRESIDENT THAT AT MY SWEARING-IN I HAD NOTED MY GOOD 
FORTUNE IN COMING TO AFRICA AT A MOMENT WHEN U.S. GOVERNMENT 
HAD MADE SUCH A POSITIVE CONTRIBUTION TO PEACEFUL RHODESIAN 
SOLUTION, AND HABYARIMANA WARMLY AGREED THIS WAS SO. I 
ADDED OUR VIEW WAS THAT IT WAS NOW UP TO DIRECTLY INTERESTED 
PARTIES TO TRY TO HAMMER OUT A SOLUTION IN GENEVA. U.S. 

HOPED TO REMAIN ON SIDELINES. KEENLY INTERESTED, BUT NOT 
DISPOSED TO MEDDLE UNLESS PARTIES SO DESIRED. 

(C) KOREA - PRESIDENT NOTED THAT NORTH KOREAN MILITARY 
DELEGATION, HEADED BY DEPUTY DEFENSE MINISTER, HAD COME TO 
KIGALI FOR ARMED FORCES DAY CELEBRATION, OCT 26. IN 
CONVERSATION WITH DELEGATION MEMBERS, HE HAD BEEN TOLD THAT 
DPRK DESIRED NEGOTIATIONS AIMED AT REUNIFICATION BUT THAT 
ROK, AT OUR OWN INSISTENCE, REFUSED TO ENTER INTO NEGO- 
TIATIONS. PRESIDENT SAID HE WANTED VERY MUCH TO KNOW OUR 
OWN POSITION. I OUTLINED THIS BRIEFLY AND PROMISED TO 
PROVIDE MORE DETAILS BY AIDE MEMOIRE. (SIMILAR QUESTIONS 

ON THIS TOPIC OF EXTRAORDINARY LOCAL INTEREST WERE POSED 
IN MY INTERVIEW WITH RADIO RWANDA FOLLOWING CEREMONY). 

(C) RWANDAN SECURITY - WITHOUT MAKING ANY SPECIAL PITCH 
FOR U.S. AID, PRESIDENT NOTED THAT SOVIET UNION HAS BEEN 
ACTIVELY STRENGTHENING MILITARY TIES WITH RWANDA'S NEIGHBORS, 
SPECIFICALLY INCLUDING UGANDA. HE SAID INCREASING SOVIET 
ARMS SUPPLIES TO THESE COUNTRIES WAS SOURCE OF ACUTE CONCERN 
TO RWANDA, ADDING HE HOPED U.S. WOULD NOT OVERLOOK SECURITY 
IMPLICATIONS FOR ITS FRIENDS IN RWANDA. I MADE NO SPECIFIC 
COMMENT ON THIS POINT. 

2. TONE OF MY FIRST MEETING WITH PRESIDENT HABYARIMANA WAS 
EXTREMELY ENCOURAGING TO ME. HE WAS CORDIAL WITHOUT BEING 
EFFUSIVE, ASSURING ME IN PARTICULAR OF HIS KEEN INTEREST IN 
KNOWING AND WHERE POSSIBLE SUPPORTING U.S. POSITIONS ON 
INTERNATIONAL ISSUES AS THEY ARISE AT U.N. AND ELSEWHERE, 

AND ENCOURAGING ME TO COME DIRECTLY TO HIM WITH ANY MATTER 
I CONSIDERED IMPORTANT. I BELIEVE WE GOT OFF TO A GOOD 
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